
EQUALITYEQUALITY  
Newsletter of the Equality for Veterans Association           Spring 2011 

Visit 

www.efva.co.uk 
for the latest news and contacts 

 

Chairmanõs 
News 
We have just 

passed the first 

anniversary of 

the formation of 

the Association 

and from very 

modest beginnings 

- a core of 35 

members,  no 

funds and no 

organisational structure, we now have 

a well established organisation with a 

confirmed total of 1015 committed 

and active members as at the second 

week of March 2011.  New members 

are also joining EfVA every day and 

as a result of all the hard work of the 

past months we continue to go from 

strength to strength. 

 

In addition to the encouraging growth 

in membership I am pleased to see a 

noticeable increase in support from 

the media, politicians and the general 

public. 

 

With the aim of achieving an 

agreement to rectify the inequality in 

service pensions in the life of this 

parliament, I see this year as being on 

a critical path towards achieving our 

goal.  

 

We can all be rightly proud of our 

achievements over this first 12 months 

but at the same time we need to 

redouble our efforts to meet the 

challenges of the coming months 

leading us further along the road to 

undoubted success. 

 

My sincere thanks are due for the 

support and efforts of EfVA members 

and all those who have supported us 

through the past year. 

 

John Sykes  

300,000 petition:  
over to you PM  

EfVA members 

are seen here 

handing in the 

latest batch of 

signatures to our 

petition for 

pensions justice 

to No.10 Downing 

Street in March.  
  We were pleased 

to win the support of 

MPs Jason 

McCartney (centre) 

and Bob Russell 

(third from right) 

both of whom sit on 

the Governmentôs 

backbenches. On the 

same day we had 

useful meetings with 

them and with 

Labourôs Jon 

Trickett MP.  

  Some of the 

approaches we make 

to MPs come on the 

back of contacts 

EfVA members 

have had with them, 

and it is always 

worth seeking a 

meeting with your 

own MP. More 

events are planned 

for Westminster, see 

the website. 

Alongside the 

petition which 

continues to 

growðwe aim for 

one million 

signaturesð Bob 

Russell MP has 

also resubmitted 

our Early Day 

Motion (EDM), 

first launched by 

Colin Challen in 

2007. This EDM, 

number 1244 has 

now been signed 

by 32 MPsðwell 

down on previous 

years. Contact 

your MP and ask 

him or her to sign 

it and let us know 

what their 

response is. 

Join EfVAJoin EfVA  

today!today!  
Life membership Life membership 

is only £15is only £15  
Application form 

overleaf 



EVA Membership Formñsign up today! 
Surname:     First name:              Title: 

 

 Tel:                                                  Did you serve in the forces?               If so, which?  

 

E-mail address: 

 

Postal address: 

                                      

                                                                                                      Postcode: 

 

To become a life member of EfVA please send a cheque for £15 made payable to EfVA with this 

form, signed and dated to: EfVA, 5 Beechlands Court, Montpelier rd, East Preston, BN16 1JZ  

 

 
Signed:         Date: 

Information on this form will be stored electronically for EVA authorised purposes only. Do not sign it if you do not wish your details to be kept in this way. 

Equality                          Spring 2011                www.efva.co.uk                                    

Contacts  
Interim national officers: 
Chairman: John Sykes 

rennison311289@yahoo.co.uk 

Campaign Organiser: David Langham 

davidplangham@btinternet.com 

Treasurer: Richard Jeal 

j666vet@go-plus.net 

Regional Co-ordinators 

BRISTOL & area - Michael Popham  

mike.popham@btinternet.com 

CANADA - Ian Grant   

igrant@cogeco.ca  

CUMBRIA - Leonard Allen  

gowan@mail.com  

DEVON & area - Patrick Johnstone  

patric.johnstone@btinternet.com  

DURHAM & Darlington - Michael 

Castle  

michaelecastle@yahoo.co.uk  

ESSEX & SUFFOLK - June Cavender  

junecavender@yahoo.co.uk  

FALKIRK & district - Stan Murray   

murraystn@aol.com  

ISLE of WIGHT - Michael Lees  

michael.lees65@btinternet.com  

KENT - Howard Rowland  

howard.rowland329@btinternet.com  

LEICESTER/DERBYSHIRE - David 

James  

david.james247@ntlworld.com  

MERSEYSIDE - Tony Bullen  

moandto5@hotmail.com 

NEWCASTLE - Sid West  

forgottenveterans@talktalk.net 

NORFOLK - Sid West  

forgottenveterans@talktalk.ne 

NOTTINGHAM - Philip Saunders and 

Jim Phillips  

philipsndrs59@googlemail.com  

j.phillips@btinternet.com  

 

What EfVA is fighting for  
 
Members of HM Armed Forces who left the service before 1975 do not 

receive a military pension (unless they served 22 years in other ranks or 

16 years as an officer). This means that hundreds of thousands of 

veterans donõt get a penny even if they may have served for 20 years, 

many of which may have been alongside those who left a year or two 

later and receive a full pension. EfVA campaigns for equality for all 

veterans. 

 

We also take up individual cases where veterans have been poorly 

treated. We hear about lots of cases of clear injustice relating to 

pensions and take some of them up with the government. 

 

If you are affected, or know somebody who may be, join our campaign 

today. 

Join EfVAõs 100 Club and win 

££££££s! Every month three lucky winners are quids inñbut as 

they say, you canõt win if youõre not in. Contact Richard Jeal 

Membership grows  
Membership of EfVA has now 

passed 1,000 and new 

applicants are joining every 

day. Donõt forgetñone 

membership fee of only £15 

covers you for life! Join the 100 
Club today!  

SCARBOROUGH & 

BRIDLINGTON - Bill Lee  

christine.lee6@virginmedia.com  

SOLENT - Judith Widdowson 

biddybryce@gmail.com  

SOUTH SE  - Richard Jeal 

j666vet@go-plus.net 

SURREY - David Price  

david.price7@ntlworld.com  

SUSSEX - Jim Monaghan  

jamesanthony1943@hotmail.co.uk  

WEST & SOUTH Yorkshire - Sid 

West  

forgottenveterans@talktalk.net 

As the list of contacts to the left shows, 

EfVA has grown into a truly national 

organisation with strong local represen-

tation. Many of our local organisers are 

booking stalls at local shows, and are 

planning events for Veteranôs Day. 

Why not join them? 
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